April $, 1962 



Dear Mr. Ei3eJ: 


George Fuld sent me for examination your 183U 
and 1836 Half Dollars with the identical re- 
verse. They were very interesting. Unfortunately 
the little wood frame wa3 broken but can be 
easily glued together. 

I do not have the Clapp reference and vender 
if you could tell me v/hcre that is published* 

I see Walter Breen’s handwriting on the en- 
velope . 

I will return the coins directly to you as soon 
as I hear that is satisfactory as George is not 

well. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 




April 8, 1962 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Those two half dollars have "been in my possession 
since 1951. I spotted the identical reverses "but never 
made any attempt to do any research beyond Beistle, 
who wasn't any help. 

Having known Walter Breen when he lived in Baltimore 
f or a few years I sent them to him for information. The 
notations on the envelope are his and the Clapp work 
that he refers to is unknown to me. Perhaps he can give 
you some information about it. 

Dr. Clain-Stefanelli was in Baltimore at a meeting 
of the Maryland Numismatic Society some months ago and 
mentioned mint restrikes of the early halves. On his 
next visit I took the two halves to show him. He claimed 
the restrikes were all in proof, so these could not be 
restrikes, question. How could a cracked reverse die be 
used for three years without showing any further damage? 

if the crack was noticed and the die discarded why 
was it retained and used two years later? No answer. 

George Fuld was interested and asked my permission to 
send the coins to you for examination. I am glad that you, 
too, found them interesting. 

The wooden frame you may discard, it is of no value. 
The coins and the envelope you may return to me at your 
c onvenience. 


Sincerely yours, 



Joseph F. Eisel 












June 5, 1962 



Dear Mr. Eicrl: 


I wish to thank you, very much, for the opportunity of 
examining your I 83 U and I 836 Half Dollars. I have 
examined them and am returning them herewith. 

It is very pleasant to have definite proof that re- 
verse dies were used intermittently for production. 
Apparently, when an obverse die broke, the reverse 
die was often taken out and a new set put in; then^ 
the reverse die might not have been reused until it 
was necessary. 

During I 836 there was tremendous confusion because of 
the change over from screw presses to steam presses 
and some production was done on each type of machine 
of the old type of half dollar. This probably caused 
your situation to arise. 

I was interested in this matter in connection with the 
forthcoming book on the 180b. Dollar but find bnat 
it is better for me to reserve this information for 
some future research. 


Sincerely yours. 


Eric P. Newman, President 


EPN/at b 
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